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2011 Survey of Pathways to Diagnosis and Services
Sampling and Survey Administration Process

National Survey of Children with
Special Health Care Needs
July 2009 to March 2011

Telephone numbers are randomly
dialed to find households (HHs) with
children under 18 years old*

gender for all children in HH
(~3,100 to 5,500 HHs with
children in each state)

Parent /guardian askedage\ m

All children in HH screened for special
health care needs
(~5,900 to 10,300 screened in each state)

CSHCN

(If >1 CSHCN, 1 randomly selected) Non-CSHCN

1 Do any children in
HH have special

Pathways
February 2011 to June 2011
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| health care needs?
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Parent/guardian of child (6-17 yrs.)
ever diagnosed with ASD, ID, and/or
DD is contacted by telephone again

Of the 7,572 eligible children, 6,090
were randomly selected for re-contact

Ask NS-CSHCN
Interview Survey

END INTERVIEW
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Two criteria for Pathways sample:
(1) Ever had autism spectrum disorder (ASD), intellectual
disability (ID), and/or developmental delay (DD).

(2) Child aged 6 -17 years at time of Pathways interview.
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Ask to confirm: (1) respondent is
person who completed NS-
CSHCN interview, (2) child is
currently age 6 to 17 yrs.,
(3) child still lives in same HH,
and (4) respondent reported in

previous interview that child ever
had ASD, ID, DD.
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Ask Pathways Phone Interview

(4,032 interviews completed) Can we mail you a self-

administered paper
guestionnaire (SAQ)?

Mail SAQ with Strengths &
Difficulties Questionnaire and
Children’s Social Behavior
Questionnaire
(2,988 SAQs completed)

END INTERVIEW

*Some HHs were contacted on a cell phone. In this case, the parent or guardian was asked if they have a landline and, if so, how likely it would be answered if it
rang. If the parent or guardian does not have a landline or is unlikely to answer it, then they were eligible to continue the survey. Otherwise, the interview ended.



